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DETAILED ACTION 

This Action is in regards to the Reply received on 06/28/2005. 

Response to Amendment 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed on 06/28/2005. Claims 1-10, and 
12-23 were amended. No new claims are added. Claims 1-23 are pending. Claims 1- 
23 represent a method and apparatus for "message reception and program for receiving 
the message ." 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10, and 12-23 have been carefully 
considered, and are fully persuasive. New ground of rejection is necessitated by the 
lack of persuasion in the First Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Rubin 
et al (Rubin), Patent No. 6,108,365. 

Regarding claim 1, Rubin discloses a message reception device comprising: 

a portable message reception means for receiving a message through a 
network(fig.2, item 12; column 10, lines 39-48); 

message filter means for screening messages for a valid range including a valid 
geographic position range from said received messages, to identify a message with a 
valid geographic position range (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65); 

positioning means for measuring a current geographic position of the message 
reception means (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65); 

message delivery assessment means for assessing whether the current 
geographic position is within the geographic position range of the identified message 
(column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); and 

message delivery means delivering the identified message received by said 
message reception means or selected by said message delivery assessment means to 
a user( column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); 
wherein, upon the current geographic position being determined to be within the 
geographic position range, the identified message is delivered to the user (column 1 1 , 
lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 2, Rubin discloses a message reception device as set forth in 
claim 1: 
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further comprising message storage means for storing the identified message, 

and 

wherein the valid geographic position range comprises a fixed geographic position and 
a distance from the fixed geographic position (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 
10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 3, Rubin discloses a message reception device as set forth in 
claim 1 , wherein the screening of the messages for a valid range by said message filter 
means is targeted to messages satisfying a predetermined condition (column 1 1 , lines 
14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 4, Rubin discloses a message reception device as set forth in 
claim 3, wherein the predetermined condition for screening the messages for a valid 
range by said message filter means, is a sender of the message with a valid range, the 
valid range being a message sender who is expected and who is not unwanted by the 
user (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 5, Rubin discloses a message reception device as set forth in 
claim 2, wherein 

said message storage means comprises clock means, said 
clock means sets time limit of validity to the identified message, said clock means stores 
time limit of validity, and said clock means deletes the identified message when the time 
limit of validity has been exceeded (column 12, lines 40-67; column 13, lines 1-67). 



i 
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Regarding claim 6, Rubin discloses a message reception device as set forth in 
claim 5, wherein the time limit of validity is after a given time period from the time when 
the identified message is stored (column 12, lines 40-67; column 13, lines 1-67). 

Regarding claim 7, Rubin discloses a message reception device as set forth in 
claim wherein the time limit of validity is indicated in a validity information found within 
the identified message (column 12, lines 40-69; column 13, lines 1-67). 

Regarding claim 8, Rubin discloses a message reception device as set forth in 
claim 1 wherein the assessment within the valid geographic position range said 
message delivery assessment means is performed to determine whether the measured 
current geographic position is within a predetermined radius centered on a center 
position of the valid geographic position range and the current geographic position is 
determined by a Global Positioning System (column 17, lines 30-67). 

Regarding claim 9, Rubin discloses a message reception device set forth in 
claim 2 wherein, when receiving the identified message, said message filter means i) 
delivers the message by said message delivery means to the user, and ii) stores, in said 
message storage means, the identified message with a valid range if a content of the 
valid range is a content specified by the user (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, lines 
10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 10, Rubin discloses a message reception device as set forth in 
claim 1 , wherein 

said message delivery means 

i) assesses whether a pointer external information, is included in the 
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information, pointing to identified message (column 17, lines 30-67); 

ii) upon determining the identified message includes the pointer information, 
obtains the information, pointed to by the pointer information, from the network (column 
11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); and 
iii) delivers the obtained information to the user (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, 
lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 11, Rubin discloses a message reception device as set forth in 
claim 1 , wherein 

said message delivery means is a device separated from a main body of the 
message reception device (fig. 18; column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; 
column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 12, Rubin discloses a message reception method comprising 
the steps of : 

at a portable reception device, receiving messages through a network (column 
11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); 

. screening the received messages to identify messages with a valid range 
including a valid geographic position range and storing the identified messages 
including the corresponding valid geographic position ranges (column 11, lines 14-45; 
column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); 

measuring a current geographic position of the portable reception device (column 
11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); 
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selecting, from the stored identified messages, a message with a valid 
geographic position range for which the measured current geographic position within 
valid geographic position range(column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 
28, lines 1-62); and 

delivering the selected message to user (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, 
lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); 

wherein, upon the current geographic position being determined to be within one 
of the stored valid geographic position ranges, the corresponding one of the stored 
messages is delivered to the user (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; 
column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 13, Rubin discloses a message reception method as set forth in 
claim 12, wherein the screening of the messages a valid range is targeted to messages 
satisfying a predetermined condition (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; 
column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 14, Rubin discloses a message reception method as set forth in 
claim 13, wherein the predetermined condition for screening is a sender of the 
message being included in a valid sender range (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, 
lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 15, Rubin discloses a message reception method as set forth in 
claim 12, wherein the message with a valid range is stored by setting a time limit of 
validity to the message with a valid range, and the message with a valid range whose 
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time limit of validity has been exceeded is deleted (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, 
lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 16, Rubin discloses a message reception method as set forth in 
claim 15, wherein the time limit of validity of the message with a valid range after a 
given time period from the time when the message a valid range is stored (column 1 1 , 
lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 17, Rubin discloses a message reception method as set forth in 
claim 16, wherein the time limit of validity of the message with a valid range is the time 
limit indicated in the limit of validity information included within the message a valid 
range (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62);. 

Regarding claim 18, Rubin discloses a message reception method as set forth 
claim wherein the assessment within the valid range made whether the measured e-a 
current geographic position within a predetermined radius centered on a center position 
of the valid geographic position range (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; 
column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 19, Rubin discloses a message reception method as set forth in 
claim wherein the message received from said network is delivered user when the 
message is received, and the message is stored if the message includes a content 
within a valid range specified by the user (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10- 
65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 20, Rubin discloses a message reception method as set forth in 
claim 12, wherein delivery of the message with valid range to a user is performed by 
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obtaining from the network external information pointed to by a pointer information when 
the pointer information included the message with valid range, and delivering the 
obtained information to the user (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; 
column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 21, Rubin discloses a program receiving messages which 
controls a computer to perform message reception processing, comprising the functions 
of: 

at a portable reception device, a function of receiving a message through a 
network (fig.2, item 12; column 10, lines 39-48); 

a function of screening received messages to identify messages with a valid 
range including a valid geographic position range(column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, 
lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); and 

a function of storing an identified message with a valid geographic position range 
in a message storage unit, and delivering a message which was not identified to 
include a valid geographic position range to a user (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, 
lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 22, Rubin discloses a program for receiving messages which 
controls a computer to perform message reception processing, comprising the functions 
of: 

a function of measuring a current geographic position of the computer(column 
11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); 
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a function of selecting, from plural messages with corresponding valid 
geographic position ranges, a selected message based on the selected message 
having a valid geographic position range for which the measured current 
geographic position found to be within(column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; 
column 28, lines 1-62); and 

a function of delivering the selected message to a user (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; 
column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 

Regarding claim 23, Rubin discloses a program for receiving messages which 
controls a computer to perform message reception processing, comprising the functions 
of: 

a function of receiving messages through a network (fig. 2, item 12; column 10, 
lines 39-48); 

a function of screening messages with valid range including a valid geographic 
position range from the received messages (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 
10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); 

a function of, storing the screened messages with a valid range in a message 
storage unit, and delivering message which was not screened and does not include a 
valid range a user (column 11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1- 
62); 

a function of measuring a current geographic position of the computer (column 
11, lines 14-45; column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/043,21 3 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2143 

a function of selecting, from the stored messages, from the selected messages, a 
message with a valid range for which the measured current geographic position is within 
the valid geographic position range of the message (column 1 1 , lines 14-45; column 27, 
lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62); and 

a function of delivering the selected message to a user (column 11, lines 14-45; 
column 27, lines 10-65; column 28, lines 1-62). 



Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's Request for Reconsideration filed on 06/28/2005 has been carefully 
considered and is fully persuasive. However, this new NON_FINAL REJECTION uses 
the prior art reference of Rubin et al Patent No. 6,108,365 to address all the point of 
contentions of the applicant's request for consideration. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 

this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE NON-FINAL. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
examiner should be directed to Jude Jean-Gilles whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
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3914. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley, can be reached on (571 ) 272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
9000. 

Jude Jean-Gilles 
Patent Examiner 

Art Unit 2143 ^ 
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